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Mepidnqyn: H emdnuio mov epiumoe 1 Popaikn Avtoxpatopia katd ) oltakvBépvnon tov
avtokpdatopa Mdapkov AvpnAiov eixe onuovtikég Opnokevtikés ocvvémeleg. ZoppepllOUeVos o
oLYYPAPENS TV GTOYN TNG TAEOVOTNTOC TOV HEAETNTOV OTL 0 Vnmofontiondg dev umopet va
aviyvevbel OTIG TPOTOXPIOTIOVIKEG KOWOTNTEG, TOPOVOIAlEl TV vOBecn OTL Ol GULVETEIEG TNG
OLYKEKPLULEVNC TavOnpiag evioyvoav v avartuén g Ogoloyiag Tov vnmofonticpoy. ZOUE®VO 1E
TIC AvVOPOTOLOYIKEG KOl IOTOPIKEG EPEVVEG, UE L0 GOPDG OLAPOPETIKY| Ad TN OE0AOYIKN OTTIKY TOL
mpofAnpatog, propet vo vrotedel 6Tt 0 «hotdg TV Avtovivovy fTav €vo KpIico yeyovos yio Toug
YPLOTIOVOVG, avayKALOVTAG TOLG VO OVTILETOTIGOVV T Bpe@ikn BvnodtnTa Le TPOTO TPMOTOYV®OPO.
O1 KOWOTNTEG TPOTOTOINGAY TNV TPAKTIKY TOL Pa@Ticpatog péxpt ToL oNUEioL 0 VITORATTIGHOG VoL
KePOIGEL EVPVTEPT OTOSOYY).

Abstract: The epidemic event that devastated the Roman Empire ruled by Marcus Aurelius had con-
siderable religious consequences. Accepting the almost unanimous consensus that it is not possible to
trace back the baptism of children to the early Christian communities, it is presented the hypothesis
that such consequences boosted the development of a baptismal theology that involved little children
and infants. According to anthropological and historical research, certainly different from the theo-
logical view of the problem, it can be assumed that the "Antonine Plague™ was a critical and polariz-
ing event for the Christians, forcing them to deal with the infant’s mortality as never before. Com-
munities modified their baptismal practice until infant baptism gained wider acceptance.
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Ot mavonpieg pmopoldv va €rnpedcovy Kol vo
mpokarécovy plikég aAlayég otig ovvhbeteg
KOl TG TPOKTIKEG OAOKANpwv mAnbucuov.
Awsekatoppvplo dvBpomor Exovv Piooel avtd
TO POVOUEVO KATA TN O1dpKELD TG TPOGPATNG
Kpiong mov TmPokGAEceE 1 wavonuio.  TOL
kopovoiov COVID-19. H otopia  €xer
KATOYPAYEL TOAAEC TEPIMTMOGELS OTIG OTOIES
novonuieg mpokdAecay oALAYEG GE SLAPOPES

* To GpOpo ovTd OmOTEAEL UETAPPOOT EVNHEPOUEVNG
€KO0oMG amd TOV GLYYPOPED TOL OYYAMKOD TPMTOTVLTOV
“The  Pandemic  Origins of Child Baptism”
dnuooctevpévov oto Biblical Archaeology Review, 47:1,
Avoién 2021.
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TPOKTIKEG KO GUUTEPLPOPES, OGS 1 fovPrvikn
TOVOAN TOL EPNUWOGCE TN Hecomviky Evpdnn
ota péoa tov 14°° aidva, STaplccovTag
TOAAOVG  TOpElG NG kobnuepvotntog, M O
Aodg mov okopmice Tov OAeBpo ot Buloviivng
Avtokpatopio Katd ™ Swdpkel ¢ Pactreiog
tov lovoTviovoy (péoca Tov €KToL aumvo KX°),

! [ZtM. Xpnowomototvol ot Guviopoypagicc KX Kot
KX yw 11 @pdoeg «mpwv v Ko Xpovoloyioy ot
«Kowng Xpovohoyiog» yio Tnv amdd00m TOV OVIIGTOY®V
ayyAMkov “BCE” kol “CE” w¢g Opnokevtikd ovdétepot
XPOVOLOYIKOL TPOGIOPIGHOT TOVTOCTLOL KAT  ovoiay UE
TOVG MOPAOGLOKOVG «T.X.» Kol «L.X.», COUP®VO UE TN
devtepn ékdoon tov The SBL Handbook of Style (Society
of Biblical Literature, 2014, c. 119)].
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avaykdloviag toug ['0tBovg kol Tovg
Bulavtivovg vo d1akéyovuv 1oV TOAEHO 7OV
deEnyav oty Xepoovnoo Tov ATEVVivav.
Onwg kot dAAo KOTOGTPOPIKE YeYOVOTa, Ol
Tavonpieg pmopovv vo, yivouv autio kpiong ko
TOM®MONG, TPOKOADVTIONG KOWMOVIKEG OANOYEC
aKou”n Kot og Topeig mov dev oyetilovral dpeca
pe v vyelo. Kamoleg 1otopikésg mavonpieg
elyav emiong onuovtikég OpnoKevTIKéG GLVE-
TELEG: TPOPOAOTNCAV TOV BpnokevTikd prlocma-
OTIOHO, evBdppuvaV TNV  EUEAVIOT  UETOP-
PLOUCTIKOV KIVNUATOV Kol evEmvELGAY BgoAo-
ykég ovinmoeic. M oapyoio  wovonuio

mOavOV cLVEPaAE aKOUN Kol oIV €0poimon
™G YPIOTIOVIKNAG TEAETNG TOL PaTiCHOTOC
vmiov Kot Bpepdv —U1ag TPOKTIKNG MOV dgv
YPIOTIOVIKES

HOpTUPEITOL  OTIS — TPMILES
KOWOTNTES TPW TO TEAOG TOL
devTEPOL ALDVOL.

To 165 KX, «xoatd 1
dtakvBépynon tov avtokpdTopa
Maéprkov Avpniiov (161180 KX),
N Popaikn Avtokpatopio emAnyn
and TO TPMOTO KOTOYEYPOUUUEVO
KOTOGTPOPIKO  EEOTAGUO.  LL0G
LOAVGLOTIKNG VOGOV GTINV 1GTO-
pia mc.” I'voom ®g o «Aotudg
Tov  Avtovivovy, mOavotato
OMOTEAECE TNV TPMTN EUEAVION
gvloylwdg ot Meosoyelo ko v
Evponn. H xowrida avtng g
novonuiog mlavov NTav n mwOAN
mg  XeAedKewS, KOvid  OTn
onuepwn Boayddtn. Zopeova pe
TV 7o VPEWMS OMOOEKTY) LITODE-
on, ot Popaiot otpoatiwteg mov
exotpdtevcay  gvovtiov g
[MopBiag eméotpeyav to 165,
eCamhAdvovtag v acBéveln oe OAn TNV
emkpaten. €wg v Ow 1t Poun, omnov,
COUP®VO, LE OPIGUEVOVG GUYYPOVOVS LITOAOYL-
opovg, M evloyld Bavdtwve mepimov 5.000
avOpdToLg TNV NUEPD BTNV KOPOHP®GT| TNG.

H 6vnowdmra frav 1660 vynAr, dote ot
EIKOVEC OO KATAPOPTES APAEES TOV HETEPEPQV
N o mioe amd TV GAAN mToOpaTe ond TIg

% T mpdodetec mnpopopiec PA. Francesco Arduini, 1l
battesimo dei bambini, Aracne Editrice, Poun 2010.

® Sarah K. Yeomans, Classical Corner: “Pandemics in
Perspective,” Biblical Archaeology Review, ®0worwpo
2020.

Tknvn Ba@Tiopatog ge GapKoPAayo
TOV TPITOL AWVA KX Ao TO
AovvykotéBepe, twpa ato EOviko
Movoeio g Poung.

Apbpa

woAEG NTov cuvnoiopévo Béapa. ZOUP®VO e
opwopéveg mAnpogopieg, M pbotiya e&drenye
v ond to 90 to1g eK0TO TOV TANBVOUOV GE
GUYKEKPIWEVEG TEPLOYESG NG  ArydmTov, Kot
mbovag mhveo ond 1o 20 TOIG €KATO TOV
6VVOAKoU TANBvopov ™ Popaikng Avtoxkpa-

topiog.
Ot Xpotwvol mOavév  Katdeepay  va
OVTILETOTICOVY Kot vo  EemepAcovy v

emonuio. pe peyoAvTEPN emTLYi Amd TOLG
ebvikovg. Eivor mbovd mn  opydvoon tov
YPIOTIOVIKOV KOWOTHTOV KOl 1| QPOVTIdn TTov
€0e1&e 10 KkdBe PELOG TOVG TPOS TOVG acbeveic
vo pelwoov 1o m1ocooTtd OvnoudTTag TOVC.
Qot660, N gvAoyld yopaxktnpiletal yeViKQ amd
vynAn  Bvnodmra  oto moudd, Kot ot
Xpiotwovol ac@oAdg dev Bo pmopodoov va
amoteAécovv e€aipeon.

H movonuio  mpoxdrece
Opnokevtikés avtidpdoelg ota
VYNAGTEPO.  OTPOUOTO  TNG
popaikng kowoviag. O Mapkog
Avp1Aog avasTOA®GE vaoHg Kot
epd, ovykdiece 1epelg Ko
{Moe va yivouv kdBe eldovg
TPOCEVYEG Yo TOV €EEVUEVIOUO
oV Ogikov Bopod mov mioTELE
ott oyetldtav Aqueca UE TO
E€omaopa Tov Aoov. Ot acvvni-
Oioteg avTég OpNoKEVTIKEG EKON-
Aol mhavov dpycav yopw
610 166 KX.°

Tv eidovg emidpaom elyxe
Aomdv 0 AodG TV Aviovivov
OTIG YPIOTIOVIKES KOWVOTNTEG;

Eivar Aoywd va vmoBécovpe
0Tt 1o oicOnuo  @oOPov kot
advvapiog mov kotéAaPe TOLG
avBpomovg, o€ ocvvoLOoHO pE TNV avalo-
TOPWON TOL BPNOKELTIKOV GONOTOC, {oMG
cuvéBaiay otV avdmtuén kot T yopyn
eEAmAmon TOov  YPOTIVIGHOL o6& OAn TNV
(XD’COKp(I’COpiOL.G Eivail, mot6060, e€icov edAoyo N

* Elio Lo Cascio, “Fra equilibrio e crisi,” oto Storia di
Roma, top. 2.2, Einaudi, Topivo 1991, o. 710.

® Christer Bruun, “La mancanza di prove di un effetto
catastrofico della ‘peste antonina’ (dal 166 d.C. in poi),”
oto E. Lo Cascio (em.), L’Impatto della “Peste Antoni-
na”, Edipuglia, Mrapt 2012, . 133.

® Sarah K. Yeomans, Classical Corner: “The Antonine
Plague and the Spread of Christianity,” Biblical Archae-
ology Review, Mdaptioc/ Ampikiog 2017.
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movonuio vo emNpPENcE Kol TNV E€0MTEPIKN
0pPYAVMOT TOV YPIOTIOVIK®V KOWOTHTOV, KOOMC
KOl OPIGUEVEG a0 TIG 0E0A0YIKEG TOVG ATOYELS.

Amo 6ca yvopilovpe amd TIG O100ECLE
mYEC Kol TANpoQopiec, To Pantiopo MrTov
VIOYPEMTIKO Yoo O6covg MBerlav va  yivouv
YPLOTIOVOL GE OTOLAONTTOTE YPLOTIOVIKY KOWVOT-
ta. H tedket) tov Poaerticpatog mupoddtnoe
évtovn avtimoapdBeon T dekoetieg tov 1950
Kot Tov 1960, yua 10 Katd mocov £ykvpn givoe M
xopnynon tov o€ Ppéepn Kot VAmo. ZNUEPO O
TOVOg G ovTimapdbeong €xel Komdoel AOY®
KOTWoNG PaAAOV, Tapd cuvaiveonc.

H npdt avagopd otov vnmofoantiopd
wpoépyetal amd tov emiockomo Eipnmvaio ko
ypovoloyeitan yopw oto 180 KX (4ip., 11 22, 4).
[Ipénel, opmg, va mepuévoope GAio 20 ypdvia
YL VO EVTOTIGOVUE WO GOPN OVOPOPO GTOV
vnmofontiond, n omoio. KATUypPAPNKE and TOV
noAvypaedtato ovyypapéa TeptvAlavd, Tto
200 kx (De baptismo 18, 1, 4-5). O TeptoA-
Mavog evavtiobnke otn Pamtion vnmiov, to
omoio. 0gv KATOVOOUV TANP®G TN ONUOCIO TNG
tehetig. Qoto00, givon e&icov capég Otl, mg To
TEAOC TOV 0€VTEPOV QUMVA, O VNTOPATTIGUOG
nrav po eoparwpévn mpoktikn. Ilepimov 15
xpovia apydtepa, o InmdAvtog oty Amocrodiki
IHopadooon moapéyer o EexdBapn meprypaon
€VOG MO SOUOPPOUEVOD TEAETOVPYIKOD VNTTLO-
Bantiopov (21).

Avayvopilovtag Tog givol oyeddv advVaATOo
va Ppebel wor dpeon ovvoeon aitiov Kot
olTtod, Ol 16ToPKol OPeilovy  aPevog va
ATOPEVLYOLV TNV VIEPATAOVGTELGT] OGOV APOPA
TO. oiTil €VOG (QOLVOUEVOL, KOU OPETEPOL V.
eetdlovv, va eloakpiPodvouv M vo Kavovv
vrofécelg YOp® amd CLYKEKPEVO YEYOVOTA 1
KOwmvikoOg mapdyovieg mov mlavov cuvéfa-
A0V OTNV EUPAVIOT CLYKEKPYUEVOV TPOKTIKOV.
Ogeilovpe, Lomdv, vo poTHGOLUE: OV UTOPET
va ogeileTon M yopyn kobiEpwon Tov Vnmio-
Bomtiopoh €vTOG NG YPLOTIOVIKNG KOWOTNTOG
peta&y Tov 180 kot tov 200 KX; O av&avopevog
aplOudc atOU®V OV YEVVIOUVTOV GE YPLOTLOL-
VIKEG OKoYEveleg (o€ avtifeon pe eviilkeg Tov
acmalovtay TN YPLOTIOVIKY 7o) €lxe ¢
OmOTEAECUO. TNV OAOEVAL KOl  UEYOAVTEPT
TOPOVGIO TOOIDV OTN YPLOTIOVIKY KOWOTNTOL.
Aoaupavoviag vmoyn 10 VYNAO TOGOGTO
Bpepukng OBvnmowdmrag, pmopovue vo  dto-
Kpivovpe mOG Oa pUmTOpoVGE M TPOKTIKY NG
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EKTAKTNG YOPNYNONG TOL CAOTNPLOIOVS Popti-
opotog oe Ppéen oe meEpImT®ON AVAYKNG Vi
uetatponel o kabepopévn mpaktiky. Mo
movonuia, Onwg o Aoldg twv Aviovivov, 0o
UTOPOVGE VO EMICTELGEL OLTH TN OLOIKAGIA.
Otav o1 éxtaxteg ovvOnkeg mov  eiyov
mpokAnOel and v mavonuio énéav, to 180
KX, o Eipnvaioc kot GALOL ¥p1oTIoVol GTOYAOTES
avéntuay pio mo ektetopévn Beoloyia YOpw
and tov  vnmoPamtiopd.’  Avtd &g o
amotéleopa 20 xpovia apydTepPa, GTNV ALY TOV
Tpitov awwva, o TeptvAMavog va avagpEpeTal
OTOV VNTOPRONTICUO MG IO KOW®MG OTOOEKTY|
TPOKTIKN.

To wpdPAnpa e oV TNV 0VOGVGTOCT) TMV
veyovotmv elvar O6tt M ohvdeon HETAED NG
€0paimong Tov VNTOPATTICUOD KOt TOV AOLUOV
Tov Aviovivov givol kaBapd vrobetikn, eTeion
KO8 @UAOAOYIKY] TNYN OEV OVOQEPETUL PNTE GE
avtv. llepiépymc, ota ovyypappota TV
YPIOTIOVAV CLYYPAPE®MY EKEIVNG NG EMOYNG,
dgv vmdpyel avagopd Oyt puévo oty mbavn
ouvoyétion  METOED  TOL  AOWOL KOl TOL
ynmofanticpov, aALd Kot 6Tov AOHO €V YEVEL
Oo pmopovoope va vrofécovpe OTl, KOTA TN
ouwgpkelr Tov Aowol TV Aviovivov, Kdafe
Aoy cvlnnon Yo TNV KOTaAANAOANTA 0VTNG
MG TPOKTIKNAG Emoye AOY®D TOV EKTOKTOV
ocuvOnkov mov mpokdAiece 1M emdnuio. Ot
EVAOYOPAVELG EKKANGELS XPIOTIOVAV YOVEWDV TOV
Noehav va eEacparicovv TN cotpioc TEOV
OOV TOVG oL NTAV GoPapd APPOOTA LEGH
tov Paeticpotog amattodoav AUecsn  Opdon.
Mobvo Otav tereiwoe n cvopgopd dpyloav va
eueavioviol o1 TPMTEG AVAPOPES YL VNTTLO-
Boartiopd, evd eEaxolovbnoe mn ol TOV
TNYOV GYETIKA LLE TN LAGTLYO.

[Mog eényeital, Op®C, N GO TOV TNYOV
aKoun Kou petd to 180 KX;

H mieovomra tov ebvikav Bempovoce v
emonuio. €voelEn g ovopévewng twv Bemv,
KATNYop®OVIOG YU avtd Toug yYprotiavovs. O
YPIOTIAVICUOG, O OTTO10C OVEUEVE aKOpo EvOeppLaL
MV €NAVod0 tov XPIoTov, EPUNVELGE aVTO TO
YeYOVOG e TOPOUOL0 TPOTO —MC OMOOOKIUAGTO

" [ZtM. Hopém dev amokdeictar o vimopantiopdc va
epoppolotav oe oplopéveg KowotnTeG MO TPW  TO
EEOMAG L0 TNG TTOVONLUOG, 1 OTOVGT0 CYETIKAV aVAPOPOV
oT1G Srfécies TYES TPV TOV AOUO TV AVIOVIVOV LAG
EMTPEMEL VoL VTOBEGOVE TG, OG TOTE, M TPOKTIKY OVTNH
dev o eVPEDG S10BESOUEVT] LETAED TOV YPIOTIOVADV].
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™m¢g avnokdtrTag Tov KOGHOL amd Tov Bl
mopd TNV TOpovsia TV yplotivedy. O Aoldg
TV Aviovivev ntav mbavotato M TpaT
KATooTPOP] Tov EmAn&e 1660 cofapd TOV
aplOpd  tov  pedov g  ExkkAnciag. Ot
OATOAOYNTEG EMPETE VAL OLAXEPLOTOVV Eval €100C
0e0A0YIKOD OTOTPOGOVOTOMGHOD: £TPETE VOl
Bpebel évag tpdémog va dwaroroyndei avty n
«Bgikn  tpopioy. Oo pmopodoe oavty M
KOTAGTAOT] OTOTPOGOVATOAMGHOD VO &Y ¢
OTOTEAEGLOL TV OUVIYLOTIKT CLOTY| TOV TNYOV;

X OMOKANPY TNV LTOOTOGTOAIKN TTEPi0dO,
dev LILAPYEL PNTN AVAPOPH GTOV YNTIOBOTTICUO.
Kabe @opd mov e€etaleton 1o Hépa, tor Tondld
Bewpovdviar eyyevog ayvd. Avty 1 amoym
amoTeEAOVGE TO «0pOS dOYLO» OC TNV EMOYN TOL

Apbpa

ypoTIvoy otoyaotr lovativou (mep. 150 KX), o
omoiog NTOV O TEAELTOIOG OMOAOYNTNG TOL
gypoye yio to BaeTicpa Tpv to EECTAGHO TOV
Aowov twv  Aviovivev ot  Popaikn
Avtokpoatopio (Amold. A" 61, 9-10). Tpuavta
xpovwa apyotepa, eni Eipnvaiov, n koatdotoon
eatvetoar g el oAAGEel kar, petd amd 20
akoun  ypévia,  poBaivoope  amd  TOV
TeptoAAiavd OTL M TPOKTIKA TOL VnmioPormti-
ooV gpappoldtay diymg EMPLAAEELS.

Meta&d tov 150 ko Tov 180 KX mpémet va
oLVEPN kATl oL Ba JIKAOAOYOVGE Wid TOGO
ONUAVTIKY Kol TPOTOYVOpT oAlayny. O Aoludc
TOV AVTovivov epunvedel Ayoyo T GUYKEKPL-
névn e&EEMEN oty 1otopia TG POTTICUOTIKNG
Beoroyiog, wg yeyovoc kaboploTikng onuaciog.
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